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Suggestions for Completing Part A:  Written Response 
 
Use your time wisely 
 

Budget your time so that you are able to complete everything required.  Be sure to 
• read the material thoroughly 
• think about what is being asked of you before you respond 
• plan your essay 
• proofread and edit your finished writing 

 
Read the essay topics carefully 
 

Before you begin Part A:  Written Response, take time to read all the instructions and information 
provided.  Read the preamble and issue statement for each essay topic.  When you are clear on what each 
topic asks, select the topic about which you are the most knowledgeable, not the one that you think is the 
easiest or hardest to complete.  
 
Plan your writing 
 

Planning is important in creating a well-written essay.  Find out which planning method works best for 
you.  Consider the following planning options:  

• a complex point-form outline 
• comparison charts/concept webs 
• lists of examples/evidence 

 

When you plan, ask yourself the following questions: 
• Why is this issue important? 
• Why is this issue complex? 
• What is my position on this issue? 
• What are some important arguments I can use to support my position? 
• What examples can I use to strengthen my arguments? 

 

Remember that even though planning is important, you need to allow enough time for the actual writing 
of your essay. 
 
Organize and develop your writing 
 

In your writing, present evidence of careful thinking.  Do not just retell the story of a historical event or 
outline the philosophies of a historical figure—instead, write with a purpose.  Your essay should 

• have a clear thesis statement on the issue 
• show that you understand the issue and its significance 
• argue your position in an orderly and logical fashion, using supporting evidence 
• use appropriate historical or current evidence and examples to develop and support your position 
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Proofread your work 
 

Your writing will be marked for what you say as well as how clearly and correctly you say it.  Ask 
yourself these questions as you proofread your work: 

• Are my arguments consistent, or do they contradict one another? 
• Did I support my arguments with thorough explanations and examples? 
• Did I use historically correct examples that are relevant to my position? 
• Is my writing organized and easy to understand? 
• Did I use correct spelling, punctuation, and grammar? 
• Did I use vocabulary correctly and accurately? 
• Have I used specific information, words, and examples? 
• Will my essay convince the reader that my position is valid? 

 
Revise your work 
 

If you think of changes that will improve your essay, make them.  The markers expect to see careful 
corrections and revisions. 
 

Suggestions for Completing Part B:  Multiple Choice 
 
There are several different types of multiple-choice questions, and each type requires you to demonstrate  
a different use of your knowledge and skills. 
 
Knowledge questions test your 
understanding and recollection of such 
things as important events, people, 
economic or political concepts, and 
ideologies. 
 

1. In a democracy, the primary purpose of periodic 
elections is to ensure that 

 
 A. new candidates are chosen in order to prevent 

majority tyranny 
 *B. the legitimacy and accountability of the 

government are maintained 
 C. one leader does not monopolize control of  

a political party 
 D. minority groups are guaranteed political 

representation 
 

Skill questions test your ability to 
apply your knowledge to new 
situations, or to think carefully and 
interpret information presented to you 
in various forms, such as quotations, 
maps, graphs, or cartoons. 

Use the following comment to answer question 2. 

The operation of the market system relies on the motivation 
that results from increased corporate profits.  Profits represent 
a return on capital and a reward for initiative.  Profits not only 
generate dividends, but they also provide funds for much-
needed research and development.  These funds contribute to 
the capital needed for future investments. 

 
   2. Given the point of view expressed above, this writer would 

support legislation designed to 
 

A. limit foreign investment and takeovers 
B. eliminate capital gains tax loopholes 
C. nationalize unprofitable businesses 

*D. deregulate key industrial sectors 
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Evaluation questions require you to 
use your knowledge and judgement to 
select the “best” answer.  When 
answering these “best answer” 
questions, be sure to read all four 
alternatives (A, B, C, and D) carefully 
before choosing the answer that you 
think is best.  Evaluation questions 
include in their stems bold-faced 
qualifiers such as best, most, mainly, 
or primarily.  Often, all the 
alternatives are correct to some 
degree, but one of them will be best 
because of the context established by 
the question. 
 

Use the following description to answer question 3. 

Characteristics of a Particular Nation 

• Many competing political parties have strong ideological 
beliefs, but the majority are committed to basic democratic 
freedoms. 

• Broad consensus and co-operation among social classes is 
often lacking. 

• The electoral system is based on proportional representation.
• Diverse cultural/ethnic groups are often reluctant to entrust 

their interests to major political parties. 
 

 
3. The nation described is most likely located in 
 

 A. Africa 
 *B. Europe   
 C. South America 
 D. North America 

 
 
Carefully read each multiple-choice question and any source material.  You may wish to use a highlighter 
or pencil to circle key words and ideas, to cross out choices that you know are wrong, or to jot down a brief 
summary of what you have read.  Think carefully about what you are reading.  For example, ask yourself 
what the quotation you have just read or the map you have just examined is really telling you. 
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